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Who are we?
35 affiliates building homes in MN

120+ homes per year in MN (8 year
average) - mostly new construction

Average house size is 1150sf
Simple, decent, affordable

Growth in housing production in
Greater Minnesota (71 homes per year
in past 2 years)

30,000 volunteers per year



Who we serve!

Families in need of affordable housing

Families at or below 50% of median
income adjusted for family size

Typical family is 35% of median

Average family size is 4.6 in Greater
MN

Families are selected before we build
the home



What do we do?

Homes are built in partnership with
families and communities

Funds to build the homes are raised
ocally

Homeowners contribute hundreds of
nours of “sweat equity”

Homes are sold with 0% interest
mortgages financed by the Habitat
affiliate

All homeowner payments are used to
build more homes




Why green?

We want our homeowners to be
SUCCESSFUL at homeownership

Since we use the homeowner mortgage
payments to build more homes we are
VERY interested in receiving those
payments

Being able to afford utility bills is essential to
successful homeownership AND our
receiving monthly mortgage payments

We are in this for the long term



Why we did the survey

HFH-MN role to support affiliates and help
them be successful (10+ years ago)

Anecdotal reports of good “green”

Requests from affiliates for help with “green”
Funders priorities (MHFA, FHLB, GMHF,
HFH-I)

Establish a baseline (outcomes evaluation)
1-1/2 years of increasing emphasis

Forests for Humanity Program



Survey Draft

Sent out in late November, 2007
Thank you to John Harrington at GMHF

Thank you to Karen Linner and
Stephanie Berkland at Builder’s
Association of Minnesota

Thank you to Katie Fernholz and Alison
Lindburg at Dovetail Partners

24 affiliates responded



What we learned - big picture

* A whole lot of “green” is already going
on

* More than anyone imagined - per John
Harrington

* Huge interest from affiliates in doing
more “green” and doing “green” better

» Great use of Energy Star appliances
(Whirlpool) and low VOC paint
(Valspar)



Detailed Picture

Reducing waste

Blower door testing
Insulation at BOP
Ventilation

Maximizing volunteer labor
Homeowner education



So.....a Mini-Conference

February 15, 2008
48 attendees from 19 affiliates

Requests for additional help and
education

Sharing of best practices - at building
site

Significant interest in tracking utility
costs



Next Steps

Green Building VISTA

On-site trainings during summer of ‘08
Green Communities - testing!

Great River Energy

Locally sourced building materials
Partnerships!

Oh, and about Habitat ReStores



Panel Presentations

It can be done

Who has been helping us

How we are doing it successfully
Plans for collaboration going forward



Panelists

 Parker Quammen - Goodhue
County HFH

* Molly Berg - West Central MN
HFH

* Wayne Eller - East Central
MN HFH

* Chad Dipman - Twin Cities
HFH



Questions?






Green Building Projects

O EPA Pilot Project — Bloomington Brownfield
Redevelopment into Affordable Housing

O NE Mpls gas station redevelopment

O State Fair SIP house

O St. Paul OSB house

O 2008 Crystal LEED house

O 2008-9 St. Paul browntield redevelopment
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Standard Green Practices

O Compact Houses O Reuse/use of captured

O Reuse of urban land materials

O Orientation for solar gain O Onsite waste

O High Efficiency Andersen reduction/ recychng
Windows O Low VOC paint

O Blown Cellulose attic O Continuous venting
insulation O High efficiency furnaces

O ICF Foundations O Homebuyer training

O Attention to air tightness O 'Third party testing

O Hardie Siding

O EnergyStar appliances O Optimal Value Engineering

O Low flow plumbing fixtures (OVE)

O Glueless laminate floors O On-demand water heaters

O Panelized wall systems O Rain gardens

2008 Green By Design ELL Habltat Epr Humanity”

Conference Building Community



